
(323) 881-2401

October 9, 2002

TO: EACH SUPERVISOR

FROM: P. MICHAEL FREEMAN

LETTER TO RESIDENTS - EXTREME FIRE DANGER

Due to the unprecedented wildland fire activity that we have experienced this year, we
are sending a letter to all residents that live in the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones
within Los Angeles County.

The purpose of the communiqué is to notify the citizens of the extreme fire danger
throughout Southern California and the potential for severe fire behavior even in the
absence of strong winds produced by Santa Ana conditions.  Additionally, residents are
being informed to pay attention to conditions in their neighborhoods and immediately
comply with instructions to evacuate which is critical to their safety in the event of a fire.
The correspondence will be mailed to the public on Friday, October 11, 2002.  The
document will also be available on the Fire Department’s website at www.lacofd.org. 

Included with the letter are handouts regarding brush clearance and evacuations.  A
copy of the correspondence and enclosures are included for your review.

If you have any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact David Leininger,
Chief, Forestry Division, at (323) 890-4330.  

PMF:DRL:lc

Enclosures

c: David E. Janssen
Louisa Ollague
Randi Tahara
Joseph Charney
Matt Knabe
Jennifer Plaisted

http://www.lacofd.org/


(323) 881-2401

October 11, 2002 

Dear Resident:

Greetings to you and your household from all of us here at your Los Angeles County
Fire Department.  As you know, your property is situated in a very high fire hazard
severity zone because it is so close to flammable vegetation.  The next several weeks
will prove to be the most dangerous time of the year for destructive wildland fires
because of low humidity and strong winds.

As you are no doubt aware, we are experiencing critically dry vegetation and brush
conditions.  Wildland fires are burning with extreme intensity and spreading rapidly,
even in the absence of strong winds such as those produced by the Santa Ana
conditions.  We have already witnessed several of these large, devastating wildfires this
year.

Veteran wildland firefighters have been amazed by such extreme fire behavior.  In many
cases, firefighters have experienced “near misses” and have had to retreat from
structure protection for their own safety.  Current wildland fuel conditions contributed to
a record number of acres burned in a 24-hour period last June in the Angeles National
Forest, and the enormous fire now burning in the Angeles National Forest above our
foothill communities.

We are in the midst of a serious and dangerous fire season, and you and your property
are of great concern to your Los Angeles County Fire Department.  Please be aware
that failure to evacuate all persons from your property when advised to do so during a
fire is likely to result in the loss of life or serious injury to yourself and others with you
because of extreme wildfire conditions.

In the event of a brush fire, numerous firefighters, aircraft and specialized equipment will
respond as quickly as possible.  Their primary purpose is to save lives and property, but
recent fire experience indicates that they may be unsuccessful and be forced to retreat
themselves.
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Therefore, your attention to conditions in your neighborhood and immediate compliance
with instructions to evacuate will be critical for your safety in the event of a fire.  To
further assist you, we have enclosed some helpful information regarding brush
clearance and evacuations.  We urge you to review this information carefully and take
action to prepare your family and your property now.

For additional information, please contact your local fire station or call the Los Angeles
County Fire Department at (323) 881-2411.  Also, you may access our website at
www.lacofd.org. 

Sincerely,

P. MICHAEL FREEMAN
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Enclosure
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